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GREECE 

1. SUMMARY 

AT APPROX 0230 HRS, 21 JAN 78, AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE DETONATED 
INSIDE THE USIS CULTURAL CENTER IN THESSALONIKI, CAUSING EXTENSIVE 
DAMAGE, INFORMATION WAS ALSO RECEIVED FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL 
THAT A SECOND EXPLOSIVE DEVICE DETONATED AT THE AMERICAN EXPRESS 
OFFICE IN THESSALONIKI. BOTH DEVICES WERE TIMED (CLOCKWORK 
MECHANISM) TO EXPLODE AT THE SAME TIME. NO INDIVIDUAL GROUP 
HAS AS YET CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY. 

2. DETAILS: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 00623 210912Z 


AT APPROX. 9800 HRS, THE CONSUL GENERAL WAS NOTIFIED BY LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES THAT A BOMB HAD EXPLODED AT THE USIS CULTURAL 
CENTER. THE RSO WAS NOTIFIED, AND CONSUL GENERAL PROCEEDED TO 
THE SCENE WHERE THE FOLLOWING INFO WAS RELAYED BY TELEPHONE. 
POLICE ADVISED THAT THEY HAD DISCOVERED PIECES OF THE CLOCKWORK 
MECHANISM UTILIZED TO DETONATE THE DEVICE, BUT AS YET 
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WERE UNABLE TO DETERMINE THE TYPE OF EXPLOSIVE UTILIZED, 

OR AN APPROXIMATE SIZE. THE DEVICE WAS PLANTED IN THE CORRIDOR, 

ON THE ELEVATOR LANDING OUTSIDE THECULTURAL CENTER WHICH IS 
LOCATED ON THE 4TH (US) FLOOR OF A COMMERCIAL BUILDING. FROM 
EVIDENCE FOUND AT THE SCENE THE DEVICE WAS IMPLANTED IN A 
CARDBOARD BOX, WHICH HAD BEEN UTILIZED BY USIS FOR TRASH. 

THE TRASH RESULTED FROM A RECEPTION WHICH WAS HELD DURING THE 
EVENING OF 20 JAN TO OPEN AN EXHIBITION OF ART BY AN AMERICAN 
ARTIST AT THE CULTURAL CENTER. 

3. THE CONSUL GENERAL DESCRIBED THE DAMAGE TO THE 4TH FLOOR 

AS MINIMAL, MOSTLY DAMAGE TO DOOR FRAMES AND WINDOWS AND ONE WALL. 
CONSIDERABLY MORE DAMAGE WAS INCURRED ON THE THIRD FLOOR WHICH 
IS OCCUPIED BY FINA OIL COMPANY AND THE NATIONAL TOURIST 
ORGANIZATION OF GREECE. 

4. INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM A CHAR WOMAN INDICATES SHE OBSERVED 
TWO YOUNG MALES WHO MAY BE PERPETRATORS, AND THAT SHE CAN 
IDENTIFY THEM. POLICE ARE FOLLOWING UPON THIS INFO. 

5. DETAILED REPORT TO FOLLOW WHEN INFO AND PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EXHIBITS ARE RECEIVED. 
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